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CATHOLIC BOOKS 


Reported by Prof. Bernard J. Gilligan 


Moss, Doley C. Bruce 
OF CELL AND CLOISTER $5.75 


Subtitled, "The Story of Catholic Religious Orders Through the Ages", this 
is a very informative, well-written, concise history of the most important ancient 
religious orders and modern religious societies and congregations in the Catholic 
Church. It is written by a layman for laymen. Both Catholic and non-Catholic is - 
here afforded a clear explanation of the meaning and development of religious orders 
as their history is made to unfold against the background of patristic, medieval and 
modern times, both ecclesiastical and secular influences being considered together. 
A glossary, bibliography and index help to make the book very useful. Recommended 
for all who are interested in obtaining accurate information about the nature of the 
religious life in general, about the various religious orders in particular and about 
the role of religious orders in the development of western civilization. (June) 


Bon, Henri & Leuret, Francois Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
 ) MODERN MIRACULOUS CURES $3.50 


* An exceptionally intelligent, informative, well-documented and persuasive 
scientific study of the theological, medical and legal aspects of the presence and ac- 
ceptance of modern miraculous cures in the Roman Catholic Church, this book is neither 
an ordinary apologia for the existence of the miraculous nor a work that can be read 
in a piecemeal and light-hearted fashion out of general interest in extraordinary re- 
ligious phenomena. This is a serious and original study based on an examination of 
medical histories and aiming to establish the following four theses:- 1) the anthro- 
pomorphic dogmas of 19th century scientists with regard to miracles are out of date; 
2) modern miraculous cures are conscientiously and scientifically examined by medical 

‘men, biologists and theologians; 3) there is only one constant in the conditions sur- 
rounding miraculous cures, namely, an appeal to God; and 4) the action of God in the 
case of miracles is not to be understood after the fashion of the waving of a magic 
wand, but generally as involving His manipulation of natural forces in a way which 
only modern science is able to make comprehensible. A scientific study of miraculous - 
cures is urged as much in the name of the development of science as in the name of 
the help that science can be to theology in their regard. This is a book which any 
man of religion, medicine, science and general education ought to find exceptionally 
thought-provoking and which any intelligent Catholic should certainly find almost 
necessary to read. Among other matters, the authors consider in detail the function- 
ing of the medical bureau of Lourdes and the beatification and canonization processes 
in the Catholic Church in connection with the establishment of the validity of miracu- 
lous cures. This edition is a translation from the French. (8/2. LC: 57-10317) 


Chapin, John- Fd. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy : 
} A TREASURY OF CATHOLIC READING $6.50 


An anthology of Catholic readings of unequal individual merit from the 
spiritual, intellectual and literary points of view combined, this volume contains 
selections chosen to illustrate "some such broad topic as the Catholic way of life”, 
with emphasis upon history and personalities rather than upon literary eminence and 
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Krauss, Ruth ' Harper 
MONKEY DAY Lib. Ed.$3.25 $2.50 


Monkeys and more monkeys, presents, parties and paper hats are skillfully 
blended in a merry lap-sized book by the practised hands that gave us Bears, etc. Here 
are a little girl who loves monkeys, and the wedding of monkeys and flocks and flocks of 
baby monkeys. Phyllis Rowand must have had fun doing her engaging sepia drawings of 
the curly-tailed and large eyed monkeys and their frolicking capers. Such books, made ’ 
up of elements young children cherish, are fun and make them want to be able to read. 
Fine reading for first and second graders, too. Not unlike ¥:llions of Cats, this is for 
a distinctly older group than the author's earlier works. (9/4. LC:57-5019) 


Eberstadt, Isabel & Frederick Little Brown 
WHERE DID TUFFY HIDE? Cloth $2.50 


Tuffy, Nell's large eyed, floppy eared puppy, runs away and hides after any 
loud noise. The Doctor Denton set will love this story for it gives them a chance to 
guess where he's gone after the door slams, after Grandma sneezes, after a bee hums and 
after the clock strikes. Although Leonard Weisgard's inspired illustrations in color of 
the impish pup peering out from a breadbox, under a hat, in a grandfather clock and in a 
doll's house will endear Tuffy to pre-schoolers and their first and second grade brothers 
and sisters, the book would be stronger if the meter and rhyme of the text were as artis- 


tically done. Firmly sewn. (8/19. LC:57-8041) 
EASY READING 


Johnson, Crockett Harper 
HAROLD'S TRIP TO THE SKY $1.50-Lib. Ed. $2.00 


Terribly timid Harold, who has survived breathtaking adventures with the help 
of his own imagination and props he draws with a purple crayon, ventures into outer space 
this time. After deciding to reach the moon and back before breakfast, Harold draws a 
rocket for himself, boards it, fires it and tiptoes up to the man from Mars who occupies 
a flying saucer. Crockett Johnson's intrepid little hero scampers for his life after 
drawing a crack in the flying saucer and arrives home in time for his oatmeal. Deliciously 
silly, this very tiny book, done in the Barnaby style, bridges the gap between comic books 
and serious reading, for the illustrations are integral to the text. (8/21. LC:57-9262) 





Minarik, Else Holmelund Harper 
LITTLE BEAR Cloth; $2.50-Lib. Ed. $3.25 


A primer with a soothing quality, the story of Mother Bear and Little Bear is 
told with repetition of simple words for fledgling first-grade readers. The gently teasing 
way in which Mother Bear cajoles Little Bear, and Little Bear's methods of winning Mother 
Bear's attention and approval make a tender little tale just right for eager but inex- 
perienced readers. Maurice Sendak's illustrations of Mother Bear's matronly dignity in 
coping with her little bear as he decides what to wear, as he makes vegetable birthday soup 
for fear she'll forget to bake him a cake, and as he makes a brief excursion to the moon, 
are pleasantly old-fashioned in brown, black and blue. A cuddly story which could be also 
be a boon to baby sitters at bedtime. (8/21. LC:57-9263) 


Doss, Helen Little, Brown 
A BROTHER THE SIZE OF ME $2.75 


With the recent attention TV has devoted to the Doss family, this successor to 


Helen Doss' earlier book for adults, The Family Nobody Wanted, ig timely and engaging @ 
reading for children. Although Donny had five little adopted brothers and sisters, counting 
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Timmy, the latest addition to the Doss family, none was just the right size for him 
to play with. But the Reverend Mr. Doss was a minister who didn't have much extra 
money. So Donny set to work to make enough money himself to pay for a brother the 
right size. He grew corn to make popcorn and raised chickens to dispose of the 
extra popcorn - but once his pup tasted chicken, Donny's career as a financial 
wizard ended. Donny kept hoping, though, right through the addition of five more 
children to the Doss' adopted family, until at last he got his wish. Illustrated 
with black and white drawings by Robert Patterson. (8/12. LC:57-8040) 


Beim, Jerrold Morrow 
JAY'S BIG JOB $2.50 


Take one small “helpful” boy, his frisky beagle, Bugle, a can of yellow 
paint and a paint roller, and the results are inevitable. After Jay begins to 
paint his room, Bugle decides to help by running with the paint-laden roller. A 
small, gay book, with text by the late Jerrold Beim and zestful blue and yellow 
illustrations by Tracy Sugarman. (8/7. LC:57-5144) 


REPRINTS, NEW EDYTIONS AND INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Blaisdell, Mary Frances | Little Brown 
CHERRY TREE CHILDREN $2.50 


The Cherry Tree Children who helped beginning readers more than forty 
years ago appear now with new illustrations in black, white and red, by Anne Marie 
Jauss. The little tales about Jack Squirrel and Polly Robin are set in large type. 
Medium size. (7/31. LC:57-8419) 


Tharp, Louise Hall Little Brown 
TORY HOLE $3.00 


Welcome news- a reissue of Louise Hall Tharp's story of courageous children 
in Revolutionary days has been published with the original illustrations in black 
and white by Jessie Robinson. A rapidly paced story of patriotism and mistrust in 
the early days of Darien, Connecticut. (7/25) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Fiction 


Bettina | Harper 
PANTALONI Board & Cloth; $2.50 
Lib. Ed. $3.25 


Bettina, who gave us Cocolo, ete., etches another portrait of life in 
Italy with the story of Beppolino, a little boy whose father sells clothing in the 
market place of Grado. Beppolino receives a little dog in partial payment for a 
pair of trousers, and therefore names him Pantaloni. The Italian born author's 
version of panic in the Italian villages and towns when the little dog gets loose 
and cuts up with some barnyard fowl - thereby creating the rumor that a wolf is at 
large, is slyly comical. The muted colors and superb draughtsmanship of illustra- 
tions depicting village life and Italian temperament are a joy. The story moves 
very naturally toward a happy ending when Beppolino finds "the wolf" dressed in 
doll's clothes, riding in a little girl's doll carriage. Some of the illustrations 
of this large (94" x 13") book are in black and white and many are in full color. 
A handsome and sensitively presented book. (9/4. LC:57-9103) 
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Lewellen, John Knopf 
TEE VEE HUMPHREY $2.50 e@ 


In the last book he wrote before his death, John Lewellen, who had achieved 
eminence as an author of scientific books for boys and girls, such as Jet Transports, 
Birds and Planes: How They Fly, etc. turned for the first time to fiction. Unfortunately, 
this broadly farcical wish-fulfillment story of Tee Vee Humphrey and his desire to become 
a TV personality, is never quite convincing. Not unlike the recent Linda Goes to A TV 
Studio, in this story a chain of quite unlikely coincidences puts fifth grade Humphrey 
in line to become master of ceremonies of The Animal Shop program. Some of his escapades 
are comical; most seem contrived. For example, as prop boy he errs when he takes a taxi 
to a remote farm to buy an empty milk bottle for one program, with a resultant and un- 
expected $15 taxi bill. In effect this plot talks down to the reader's intelligence - for 
few fifth graders are that unsheltered from every day economics. Unrealistic. Illustrated 
by Kurt Werth. (8/19) 


Christopher, Matt Little, Brown 
BASKETBALL SPARKPLUG $2.75 


After two baseball stories, Matt Christopher has written a book about basketball 
which is good bait for the slow reader. Very easy reading,it uses a limited vocabulary, 
is easy to follow and is set in fairly large type with content matter of high interest to 
boys in elementary grades. Kim O'Connor's teammates on the Arrows basketball team can't 
resist the chance to tease him about his singing lessons in Mrs. Kelsey's choir. Often 
his two interests conflict. Though Kim would rather participate in basketball practise, 
for his mother's sake he attends choir rehearsals. Kim's persistence in both fields is 
rewarded when the Arrows win the Small Fry Championship from their rival, the Comets, 
with surprise help from Mrs. Kelsey and the choir. Illustrated in black and white by Ken 


Wagner. (8/14. LC:57-8038) @ 


DeLeeuw, Adele & Cateau Little, Brown 
THE CABOOSE CLUB $3.00 


The Expandable Brown family, Bob, Pat, Susie, Dad and Mother, their friends and 
animals, appear again. This time the story centers about son Bob and the adventures he 
meets with pesky Kenny, neglected Chip and the other boys who join the Caboose Club to 
tinker with model railroading. The boys work hard to dredge up $200 for an auctioned 
railroad caboose for their meetings. After all their efforts the caboose is installed in > 
Bob's back yard and he is elected president. When someone destroys the clubroom with a 
hatchet, suspicion points to Chip. Then to the embarrassment of the boys, a girl helps 
to clear up the mystery. The general assumption that a boy's family would allow him to 
have a railroad caboose on family property seems somewhat incredible, but this is, after 
all, the Expandable Brown family who add still another member with Uncle Bill and Aunt 
Meg's new son before the story ends. Boys who find club membership important now will 
find this engrossing. (7/29. LC:57-8039) 


Johnson, Elizabeth Little, Brown 
THE LITTLE KNIGHT $2.75 


Prince Peter and Princess Leonora are the hero and heroine of a new and amusing 
fairy tale with a sly plot. "I won't be a lady and sew a fine seam. I will be a knight 
and follow my dream," declares haughty Princess Leonora when her father offers her in 
marriage to any knight who can capture the horn of the unicorn, drive the giant from the 
West Wood and get rid of the dragon at the North Border. In order to outwit the suitors, 
disguised as a knight, the Princess herself wins the three tests - but only with the help © 
of Peter who was convinced all Princesses were dull. Happy reading and a happy ending as 
Peter finds a Princess with spirit and Leonora finds that to have a knight is better than 
to be one. Third and fourth graders will find this easy reading. It's set in large type 
and has spunky drawings in color by Ronni Solbert. (8/26. LC:57-8042) 








_The first chapters tell children how to make shadow animals with their hands. Then 
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Wilson, Hazel Little, Brown 
THE SURPRISE OF THEIR LIVES $3.00 


Another Hazel Wilson story, again set in Maine, goes far afield to Germany 
with the story of Mary Jo Dunham, ll, and her brother James, two years younger. 
Lizzie Atkins, enfant terrible, Portland's female Huck Finn, gets the Dunham children 
into real trouble when she locks them in a stateroom aboard the German ship Vater land. 
The involuntary stow-aways earn their fare after they are discovered, make friends 
with a German steward, Hans Grunewald, and arrive back in Portland in time for 
Christmas. This family-fun and adventure story is illustrated none too skillfully 
by Robert Henneberger. (8/12. LC:57-8047) 


Van Stockum, Hilda Viking 
KING OBERON'S FOREST $2.75 


A variation on the’ Snow White theme, this is the story of Little Felix, a 
baby fairy abandoned in King Oberon's forest at the back door of the three grumpy 
brothers McOakum, a trio of bachelor dwarfs. Disgruntled at first, the brothers be- 
come attached to the strange creature and miss him sorely when he leaves them- but 
they are proud and delighted when he becomes a knight. Illustrated by Brigid Marlin, 
the author's daughter, with black and white drawings and the jacket in color. JLG 


(8/19) 


Gardner, Lillian S. Franklin Watts 
SAL FISHER'S FLY UP YEAR $2.75 


The straightforward heroine of Sal Fisher, Brownie Scout lives up to the 
Girl Scout promise in her Fly Up year. Sal's mother's decision to take a position as 
a French teacher at the high school means responsiblity at home for Sal. When new 
neighbors build a strange looking modern house Sal hopes their daughter Mia will not 
become a member of her Brownie Scout troop. But Sal discovers that strangers can be 
interesting. Adventures on wooded Brownie trails putting Scout knowledge to good use, 
constructive work selling cookies for the Scout camp fund and making up her mind to 
become a summer camper fill Sal's days until the Fly-Up ceremony which makes her an. 
Intermediate scout. As a gentle character-builder, sometimes the book becomes a 
vehicle for moral lessons. Although the moral of the tale is thinly disguised, 
Brownies and Brownies-to-be will find much to enjoy here. Illustrated by Mary Stevens. 


(8/2/57. LC:57-7544 ) | 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Bridges, William Morrow 
ZOO DOCTOR $2.95 


Children will relish this entertaining account of the daily experiences of 
the veterinary at Bronx Zoo. Uproarious photographs by Sam Dunton, the Bronx Zoo's 
staff photographer, aid and abet author William Bridges in his successful effort to 
captivate the young. This volume has distinguished ancestry, following as it does Mr. 
Bridges Zoo Babies and Zoo Pets. Monkeyshines galore are hilariously described. The 
behaviour of four small apes named after Little Women and of a chimp who fell and 
broke his leg on a banana peel are told in such easy language that slow readers should 
be able to master it. It's also tops to read aloud. (8/28/. 1LC:56-8482) 


Kettlekamp, Larry Morrow 
SHADOWS $2.50 


Brief and original, this concise explanation of what shadows are, how they 
may be used in play, and their particular uses to science, is greatly strengthened by 
an execptionally informative text, simple vocabulary and instructive illustrations. 
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come descriptions and pictures showing how to make shadow figures similar to those used @ 
in Chinese shadow plays, with wire hangers and cardboard. Final chapters on useful 

shadows - those which have helped to measure time, to determine that the earth is round, 

and the ways in which shadows have aided astronomers make this fine supplementary material 
for elementary science programs. Type size is very large, but content places this more 

for fourth graders than for third. Illustrated by the author. (8/28. LC:57-7182) 


Scribner 


BIRTHDAYS OF FREEDOM $3.00 
Book II 


Foster, Genevieve 


After her book about the growth of ideas of democracy in Greece and Rome, 
Genevieve Foster goes on to mark the milestones of freedom following the fall of Rome, 
which made possible the Declaration of Independence. She very competently covers the 
German invasion of the Roman Empire, the Anglo Saxon invasion of Britain, Pope Gregory 
I and his missionary efforts in England, the influence of Charlemagne, Mohammed and 
Alfred,and briefly explains feudalism, the Crusaders’ campaigns, the Magna Carta, the 
growth of towns, the origin of printing, the Renaissance, world exploration and the Re- 
formation, early settlement in America, the Bill of Rights and the final eruption of re- 
bellion and independence in America. Charts, maps and borders in red, yellow and black 


are decorative and stimulating. (7/1) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Taylor, Reginald Criterion 
CIRCUS TRIUMPHANT $3.50 


When young Johnny Fossley's father, Robert, attacks George Cursey, their em- 
ployer and owner of Cursey's Gigantic Circus, their hopes of someday owning a circus 
seem dim. But John develops acrobatic skills on horseback which were unique in London 
of 1835. Misfortune intercepts their first attempts at independent showmanship when 
horse-dealer Barthrop waylays them and burns their wagon. Undaunted they join forces 
with Widham's Wonderful Circus, owned by Derrick and Julia Widham. Eventually Robert 
marries Julie. The rough existence of circus performers in the last century is strongly 
conveyed. Performers then could expect little protection or cooperation from police. 
There is Puckish humor too in an episode showing country bumpkins who discover the true 
identity of The Little Spanish Lady when they come upon Johnny donning costume in his 
dressing room. Vintage showmanship recreated. (8/2/57. LC:57-9163) 


Denker, Nan Farrar, Straus 
THE BOUND GIRL $2.75 


Felicie Charreau, a bereft Huguenot refugee, comes to Boston in 1712 and, 
although she is deeply religious, the Todd family's strict Puritanism proves to be a con- 
fining atmosphere. Hannah Todd disapproves of her French dress and even of her French 
accent, and decides to call her Felicity. The local tax collector, Stoneman, resents 
her and makes her life difficult. But through the months and years Felicity does not 
lose her gaiety and manages to share it with the Todds and their children. In turn the 
formative ideals of the new country become part of her and when the chance comes to return 
to her former life of wealth, as the daughter of a Paris designer, she turns it down for 
marriage to the Todds' son, Nathan, and a rightful place in the young years of America. 
Seriously toned and uncomplicated. (8/16. LC:57-5541) @ 
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Maizet, Hugh Farrar, Straus - Ariel 
SHARK FISHING OFF THE GREAT BARRIER REEF $3.00 


Although this story of fifteen year old Bob Smith's adventures fishing for 
shark off the Great Barrier Reef in Australia has elements of danger and adventure 
which appeal to teen-aged boys, the story structure is at fault. Real drama does 
not occur until the last few chapters of the book when Bob and his companion, a huge 
Negro named Ebony, tangle with pearl poachers who are after a treasure of pearls on 
the ocean floor, left by a Japanese lugger on the eve of World War II. The boys 
discover the treasure and Bob comes through an attack by an octopus with help from 
Judy, the daughter of a family friend. Earlier chapters are concerned chiefly with 
the daily doings in pursuit of shark aboard their vessel, the Wombat. Illustrated 
by Russell Peterson. (8/21/, | LC:57-10002) 


Frazier, Neta Lohnes Longmans, Green. 
RAWHIDE JOHNNY $2.75 


John Keith: sets out on his journey to Walla Walla, Washington, with high 

. hopes of finding his father, who sought his fortune in the West. Treacherous Uncle 
Ray had concealed letters from John's mother to cheat the family of enclosed funds. 
When he reaches the West Coast, John finds only the home his father began to build 
for his family. Though his father is never found, John achieves satisfaction in 
helping Dr. Baker put through a railroad from Walla Walla to Wallulu and in the hope 
of bringing his family westward from Maine. There is further solace for him in the 
love of Kitty Harper, the spunky girl whose father opposed the railroad. Fiction 
based on fact, this is authentic and poignant Americana. (8/21. LC :57-10527 ) 


James, Norma Wood Longmans, Green 
DAWN AT LEXINGTON $3.00 


Fifteen year old Bostonian Jeremiah Cutler played many vital parts as a 
patriot in the Revolutionary War. A bookseller's apprentice, Jeremiah first under- 
mines an attempt on the part of Roger, Lord Percy's pro-British ward, to incite riot 
at a memorial gathering of patriots honoring the Boston Massacre. When trouble | 
looms, Jeremiah is sent to stay with Professor Parkson in Concord and he gets a longed- 
for chance to be of service with his horse, Rebel, in dispatching word of the approach 
of British troops to Lexington. General Washington assigns Jeremiah from his 
Cambridge headquarters to help Henry Knox transport cannon from Ticonderoga to Boston. 
The treacherous journey presaged still further hazards when Jeremiah helped to detect 
Benedict Arnold's treachery. He finds romance as well as adventure in his journey 
up the Hudson River when he meets Nancy Star, to whom he brings his final reward - 
captaincy. Skillful. portrayal of momentous events in Boston, Cambridge and New York. 
(8/28. LC:57-10526) 


Malvern, Gladys Longmans, Green 
THERE'S ALWAYS FOREVER $2.75 . 


* Her latest book measures up to Gladys Malvern's earlier Jamar and Ann 
Lawrence of Old New York. Again, this practiced hand produces an exceptionally vivid 
background portrayal with the story of the Shannon family and their trip from St. 
Louis to California. Reminiscent of Guthrie's The Way West in character portrayal 
and recreation of the crises facing the travelers, mystery and romance between Sabra a 
Shannon and Tom Willis, who was convicted of theft back in St. Louis, carry reader 
interest at a rapid pace. Tom's difficulties multiply when Sabra is stabbed with . 
his knife. Tom redeems himself when he saves the party from attack by Ute Indians ; 
and eventually clears his name to marry Sabra. Decorations by Allan Thomas. (8/28. 
LC:57-10522 ) | 


é . 


/ 
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Person, Tom Longmans, Green 
THE REBELLION OF RAN CHATHAM $3.00 © 


Tenth grader Randall Chatham gets more than enough of freedom, when he kicks 
over the parental traces and decides to be independent and live in an abandoned shanty 
in the great swamp (in the Deep South?) in order to avoid returning to high school. 
Panthers, poisonous snakes, wild boars and lack of money are not the least of his 
troubles. Unsavory and uneducated ne'er-do-wells and a tough escaped convict make Ran 
realize that civilization and education are linked. Characterization of a proud and 
rebellious boy is well done, but misery in the swampland is unalleviated and becomes 
a trifle tiresome. Decorations are by Avery Johnson. (8/21. LC: 57-10520) 


Rydberg, Louise Longmans, Green 
NARNI $2.75 


Flat dialogue, two dimensional characterization and a disorganized plot all 
do their bit to make this romantic novel something less than a tour de force. Marni 
Montgomery, daughter of widower Dr. Montgomery, is a student at a West Coast Junior 
College. There is more than a slight resemblance here to soap opera for most of the 
men of afternoon Radioland are doctors. Marni has two problems, whom to marry and 
whether she will pass her course in accounting. Of the two problems, the latter holds 
more interest and greater suspense. Marni settles finally on Dr. Greg Williams - and 
devotes herself with great determination to accounting so that she may be a worthy 
receptionist for him after their marriage. (Organ music) (8/28. LC: 57-11163) 


Thompson, Mary Wolfe Longmans, Green 
SNOW SLOPES $2.75 





Mary Wolfe Thompson's interest in Vermont and feeling for teen-agers are com- 
bined in another readable book. Arleigh Burd undergoes emotional travail because of a 
slight limp, the aftermath of polio. Her hopes of attending college seem doomed by the 
extravagance of her mother, Mrs. Burd, a widow who opens a guest house in Intervale, for 
mismanagement cancels all profits. Tormented by her handicap, Arleigh envies Sonia, a 
skilled skiier, but mystery and adventure with Garry Caldwell, a guest at their house, 
in unearthing traces and evidences that the Burd guest home was a way station long ago 
in Civil War days for the Underground Railway Station, distract and console her. Then, 
(and this seems too good to be true) wealthy Uncle Charles tidies up the financial 
problem by proposing to Mom. This is not as true or sound a character study as some 
of the author's earlier works, for Arleigh's problems are all solved from sources out- 
side herself. One wonders whether her final philosophical acceptance of her handicap 
would have come about if Garry hadn't succumbed to her charms. And the financial 
impasse presumably would have continued without Uncle Charles. Entertaining, none- 
theless. (8/21. LC: 57-10519) 


Colman, Hila Morrow 
THE BIG STEP $2.95 


Debbie's teen aged world runs smoothly enough until she loses her boyfriend 
Bucky to Joan, her stepsister, who has just joined the family. Although Debbie's 
kindly stepfather wants Debbie to choose a journalistic career, Debbie's heart is set 
on designing. Debbie's romantic and vocational problems are tidily resolved in a 
rather uninteresting denouement which holds no suspense and little interest. Char- 
acterization is skeletal. (8/28. LC: 57-7674) 
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Lawson, Robert Viking 


THE GREAT WHEEL $3.00 


The last book to appear by the late Robert Lawson, The Great Wheel is the 
story of Cornelius Kilroy, a twelve year old lad in Ireland, who follows his aunt's 
advice to keep his face to the sunset and follow the evening star. The author's black 
and white drawings follow the boy to New York and thence to Chicago where he works 
with his uncle constructing the Ferris Wheel for the Chicago World's Fair in 1893. 
Portrayal of the determined newcomer in the New World is convincing. Conn's romance 
with the pretty little German girl whom he meets on the boat means a new life for him 
after the wheel is a success. (8/19) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Leighton, Margaret , Farrar, Straus- Ariel 
COMANCHE OF THE SEVENTH $3.00 


Report repeated from the December lst bulletin, when scheduled for spring, 
as follows: "Comanche was a real horse. His rider was Captain Myles Keogh, of Troop 
I of the 7th United States Cavalry, who died with Custer at the tragic battle, Little 
Big Horn. But before that day, Comanche and Keogh spent eight happy, exciting years 
together in the West, a period that was as full of Indian raids and adventures as it 
was of the deeds that eventually made Comanche one of the most beloved of war horses. 
Margaret Leighton begins her story with a reconstruction of Comanche's youth with a 
band of wild plain horses; he was six years old before he was finally rounded up and 
brought to St. Louis for sale. From then on his life was recorded fact, for Comanche 
was to prove a horse with remarkable degrees of intelligence and faithfulness. In- 
deed, Comanche was the only being left alive after Custer's last raid. Relief troops 
found him wounded and standing over Keogh's body, and nursed him slowly and painfully 
back to camp and eventually, back to health, whereupon he lived out a happy and much 
revered old age. An appealing tribute. Drawings by Elliott Means. (8/15)" 


Morgan, Alfred Scribner 
THE BOYS' SECOND BOOK OF RADIO AND ELECTRONICS $3.00 


With a successor to his earlier First Book of Radio and Electronics Alfred 
Morgan gives detailed directions and working drawings for easily made radio receivers, 
transistor amplifiers, "electric eyes," and other electronic apparatus. Indexed. 


(6/24. LC: 57-6078) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Chute, B. J. Dutton 
THE BLUE CUP and Other Stories $3.50 


Marked by the skilled craftsmanship of good magazine fiction, many of the 
stories in this collection are just as enjoyable on second reading as on introduc- 
tion. Each story here offers a sound concept, a challenging idea or basic emotional 
appeal. Several Christmas stories deal with children; some have an 0. Henry like 
twist to the climax. There's poignancy and humorous understanding and a fresh ap- 
proach to social problems. All in all, a collection that will fill many a demand 
for worthwhile reading without the use of shock techniques. (Full report on p.395. 
8/9. LC: 57-8955) 












418 (J-148) Fiction for Young Adults- continued June 15, 1957 


Packer, Joy Lippincott 
3 THE MOON BY NIGHT $3.95 © 

Alice Lang, a nurse who left England shortly after the death of her mother, 
finds romance in the African bushveld life, with its animals, natives and spirits. 
Her intention to marry a Game Warden, Andrew, with whom she has had a paper romance - 
by letter, changes after the three day journey when she meets new experiences; a native 
is trampled to death by an elephant, another is mutilated by "spirits." At the end of 
her journey she finds that she has fallen in love with Rusty, Andrew's brother- and 
that she herself is suspect in her mother's death. Rusty stands by her and Andrew 
releases her to his brother. Less incisive than Valley of the Vines, it is enjoyable 
entertainment at a popular level. (Full report on p. 397. 8/14. LC: 57-10867) 


Corbett, Scott Little, Brown (AMP) 
MIDSHIPMAN CRUISE $3.00 


Salty and readable, Scott Corbett's Midshipman Cruise, thinly veiled as 
fiction, carries conviction. To Midshipman Nels Crane, the two months cruise aboard 
a destroyer, would mark the end of his career at Annapolis. His father, Captain Crane, 
has had a raw deal from the Navy, when a Korean shore battery had left him with a limp 
and ended his chances of making the rank of Admiral. Scott Corbett went along on a 
summer cruise and the book carries authenticity as it unreels the adventures of the 
boys ashore in Hamburg and Copenhagen. It's a seasoned and mature midshipman who de- 
cides finally to weigh anchor with the Navy. The realistic picture of the boys' re- 
actions to "floozies" in Hamburg beer halls marks this for a young adult audience. 


(8/26. LC: 9325) @ 


White, Leslie Turner Morrow 
MONSIEUR YANKEE $3.95 


Will Tayloe, a young American doctor, was caught up in the tumultuous course 
of the French Revolution when he sought the whereabouts of his friend, Andre. Important 
forces in Paris had the same objectives for different reasons:- a mysterious British 
spy, an intrepid band of aristocrats and the lovely Nino sought him too. Exciting 
action- adventure follow Will's involvement in the struggle for power. A well sus- 
tained historical yarn. (Full report on p. 397. 8/14. LC: 57-9452) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Brou, Major Willy-Charles Crowell 
COMBAT BENEATH THE SEA $3.95 


Submerged maritime warfare is traced in this account from the 1935 invention 
of a dwarf submersible to its reactivation in 1940 and subsequent organization into the 
MAS flotilla. The British exploits off Norway, the Dieppe and Normandy landings, opera- 
tions in the Pacific, commando frogman and reconnaissance groups are nimbly followed 
here, with a final record of German attempts to blow up every bridge across the Rhine 
and human sacrifice among the Japanese. 16 pages of photographs add to a thorough 
report. (Full report on p. 405. 8/2. LC: 57-10109) | @ 
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Davis, Kenneth S. Doubleday 
A PROPHET IN HIS OWN COUNTRY $5 .00 

















* Subtitled "The Triumphs and Defeats of Adlai E. Stevenson" - this is actu- 
ally a full-scaled biography - and a very good one. Stevenson is revealed as a great 
political figure. A staunch believer in Stevenson, Davis, through his analysis of 
the defeated candidate's temperament and achievements, his capacities and his short- 
comings, carries the reader along to conviction that in not electing him to our high- 
est post we have cheated the country of a man destined by heritage, intellectual 
equipment, training, experience and vision to fill that post supremely well. Steven- 
son's grasp of the substance and the dream is evidenced at each progressive step of 
growth and development. Davis analyzes his 1956 defeat... This should be presented 
as the biography of a great American, not as the story of a defeated candidate. 

(Full report on p. 40h. 8/1. LC: 57-578h) 























Caidin, Martin Dutton 
VANGUARD! $3.95 


The first man-made satellite- to be launched next year in Florida- is now 
at varying stages of design, testing, manufacture, assemblage. What are the con- 
stituent parts? How do they function together? What mechanical failures are to be 
anticipated? How, imaginatively, will take-off occur on the great day? Caidin has 
done all that a top scientific reporter can do to propound and answer these questions. 
He is as lucid and intense and questioning as the occasion demands, and sustains the 
same high technical standards of his Worlds in Space and Rockets and Missiles. 

@  iniustrated. (Full report on p. 405. 8/2. LC: 57-8959) 


Marsh, Irving T. & Ehre, Edward- Fds. Dutton 
BEST SPORTS STORIES: 1957 Edition $3.75 


Judges John Chamberlain, Quentin Reynolds and Bob Considine have chosen 
well for the thirteenth annual collection of the best newspaper and magazine sports 
stories, the best photographs of 1956 and the listing of champions in all sports in 
that year. Story after story about basketball, football, baseball, horse racing, 
track, fishing and about great athletes will pull at the heart strings and capture 
the imagination. The judges have picked wisely- but the readers will find their 
own favorites. (6/28/57. Full report on p. 361) 


Putnam, Peter Harcourt, Brace 
CAST OFF THE DARKNESS $3.95 


"Keep Your Head Up, Mr. Putnam" (Harper, 1952) was the account of the au- 
thor's experiences at The Seeing Eye and with his guide dog, Minnie, following blind- 
ness caused by an "accident". This is the amplified examination of that “accident”- 
disclosed here as a suicide attempt. From rejection of the idea of blindness to 
tolerance for and acceptance of it, from impatience to discipline, this account of 
his recognition of the tools available to help him, of his completion of college, 
marriage and the birth of his children all add up to a picture of handicaps sur- 

@ mounted and challenges faced which should prove helpful and inspiring to others, 
afflicted or no. (Full report on p. 406. 8/8. LC: 57-10061) 
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Clarke, Arthur C. Harper @ 
THE MAKING OF A MOON $3.50 


In comparison to Caiden's version of man's first satellite, Clarke emphasizes 
the history of man-made-moon thinking, the scientific problems it raises and answers 
and promises, and explores the potentialities of space conquest in general. For Clarke, 
project Vanguard is a matter of theory; his language is conceptual rather than visual. 
Differences between the two books are substantial enough to warrant the reading of both. 
(Full report on p. 406. 8/7. LC: 57-8187) 


Beck, Horace P. Lippincott 
THE FOLKLORE OF MAINE $5 .00 


In a diversified sampling, this compilation includes art, architecture, oc- 
cupations, religion, superstition, myth, legend, song, dance and riddles, and places 
some important examples of folklore in their historical contexts. We see the origin 
of N.E. names like Bailey's Mistake, Ragged Island, Bunker's Whore and Buzzard's Bay... 
A surprising collection which points out how much of folklore is a disguise or ‘exagger- 
ation of the real past. Illustrated with drawings, this is specialized local-color 
subject matter. (Full report on p. 343. 6/19. LC: 57-8948) 


Evans, I.0., F.R.G.S. Rinehart 
JULES VERNE: Master of Science Fiction $3.00 


Selections here which show Verne's imaginative qualities, science-fiction 
attributes, his ability to create excitement and adventure, are prefaced by an en- 
lightening introduction which brings out the individual characteristics which differ- 
entiated him from Wells, and others. Editorial description precedes excerpts from 
15 books. As a curiosity or an enlightenment, this should have an appeal. (Full 
report on p. 403. 7/25) 


Bloom, Murray Teigh Scribner 
MONEY OF THEIR OWN $4.50 


From the U.S. and Europe come accounts of exploits in counterfeiting and 
counterfeiters from the mid-1800's to the present. Author Bloom, working through the 
International Criminal Police Commission, and interviewing some of these unofficial 
money-makers, cites cases involving philatelic forgeries; the strange account of 
Beraha, whose gold sovereigns were more valuable than those of the Royal Mint and 
other — who perpetrated currency crimes. (Full report on p. 346. 7/12. 

LC: 57-6065 
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